Age-dependent expression of microtubule-associated protein 2 in the ventromedial nucleus of the hypothalamus.
A distinctive developmental pattern of microtubule-associated protein 2 (MAP2) was detected in the ventromedial hypothalamus of rats. A region of more intense MAP2 immunoreactivity in this nucleus was present at birth, became prominent in a ringed appearance by postnatal day 4 and disappeared in the third postnatal week. This period of selective MAP2 expression in particular subcortical regions may signify important functions of MAP2 in the stabilization of developing dendritic structure.